Psychological consequences of military operations in low-level radiation environments.
Military operations have produced neuropsychiatric (NP) casualties throughout history. The same is true for radiation accidents. Although we have not carried out military operations in nuclear environments, related experience suggests that operations performed under low-level radiation conditions could serve to compound the factors that are known to produce NP casualties. Historically, military NP casualty rates have varied widely depending on a complex array of factors, ranging from the actual conditions of the operation and experiences of the soldiers to the perception of the conflict by both the soldiers and the people back home. History has also shown that lack of preparation contributes to NP casualties. The number and severity of NP casualties can be minimized by ensuring that the equipment, training, and leadership are in place to instill in our soldiers the confidence that they can cope with the types of threats that are part of modern-day missions.